
iMovie ’09 Orientation   For more information go to: www.apple.com/ilife/imovie

Creating a Basic Movie                     

1. Open iMovie  *Click the iMovie icon 1. Open iMovie  *Click the iMovie icon 

2. Preview footage from the Event Library. 
Use the spacebar to stop and start preview.

TIP To preview, you can:
• View all footage by clicking outside the footage
• View a small bit of footage by clicking on the footage
• Drag your mouse over the footage (this is called skimming)

To start a new movie project go to 
File> New Project 

Give project a meaningful name and 
click create. iMovie will automatically 
save your project as you work on it

3. Click on footage to make a selection. Drag 
the handles of the yellow box to increase or 
decrease selection. Drag and drop the 
footage into the iMovie project.

  Movie Making and iMovie Workshop

Event Library
A collection of all 
the recorded video that 
you can use in your 
movie. is organised as 
ʻEventsʼ

iMovie 
Project 
Put together your 
video clips, photos, 
slides, and music here 
to create a Movie 

Viewer
Preview you video here

iMovie Toolbar
Most of the tools you will 
need are available here

Source Video
Shows all of the video footage as 
a series of film strips where you 
preview and select footage  
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4. Adjust the volume, brightness and add 
effects to your selected footage

Click on the ‘i’ icon in the toolbar to 
open the ‘Inspector’ and use the tabs to 
navigate between options

OR

Select the film strip and click the cog icon in the 
bottom left to make adjustments

• Give your movie a theme which 
automatically adds transitions, 
titles and backgrounds to your 
movie

Go to File > Project Properties... Select the 
desired theme for your movie

5. Add Music and Sound effects 
Click the Music button to browse music and 
sound effects. Double click sound files to preview. 
Drag and Drop the desired sound files into the 
desired position in your iMovie project.

There are a number of other features that will 
help you build your movie project. You can:

Manually add titles, transitions, 
maps and backgrounds to your 
movie using these buttons on the 
toolbar

Drag and drop desired effect into 
movie project

• Add Photos
Click the Photos browser and drag and drop 
images into your iMovie project.

• Add a Voiceover

Click the microphone icon to open the Voice 
Recorder. Then click where you would like to start recording 
in your iMovie project. 

6. Export and share your movie
Select Share > Export Movie...
Select a format based on the 
recommendations given and click 
export

Go to www.apple.com/ilife/imovie to watch 
videos on more advanced features including 
precision editing, picture in picture, video 
stabilisation and much more.
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